The Kent Cricket League Division 1 & 2 representative side’s dream of Sovereign Trophy glory ended abruptly at Chessington CC yesterday with a 142-run hammering by the Surrey Championship Divisions 2-5.  With a reorganized side due to withdrawals, Kent were made to chase leather to the tune of 267 and then the batting collapsed against good Surrey bowling.

Chris Willetts lost the toss and Surrey opted to bat first on a good-looking, hard track at Chessington CC.  The opening attack of Jahid Ahmed and Matt Tungate kept the Surrey openers, Maan and Woods, in check until both settled in and began to move the score along briskly.  A 50 partnership was soon on the board before Ahmed struck to remove Woods (41) who was brilliantly held by ‘keeper Duncan Spencer running back and catching the top edge one-handed.  The medium-pace of Abbas then accounted for Maan before Handel (41) and skipper Yarnley combined with another 50 stand to put Surrey in a strong position at 121-3 at the halfway point.

The real impetus was provided by Wendell Sebastian (67) and Richard Johnson (45) who struck the ball with tremendous power in a century partnership that Kent were powerless to stop.  Eventually the return of Tungate accounted for both and, with the left-arm spin of Willetts claiming a brace at the end, Surrey closed on 267-8 with Tungate (2-57) and Willetts (2-33) having the best returns.

The Kent reply started in disastrous fashion with Willetts departing from a top-edge and Bilimoria being run out with the score at 10.  Addiscombe’s Richard Johnson was in inspired form on a pitch that was now appearing to cause the ball to stop and the Kent top order subsided to a gloomy 30-5.  Salvation of sorts came in the shape of Blackheath’s Paul who found a willing partner in Broadstairs skipper Scott Narraway.  Both batsmen applied themselves against excellent Surrey bowling and compiled a stand of 78 before Narraway departed for a gritty 32.  Paul then went for his shots and passed 50 before the remainder of the innings collapsed against the spin of Woods and Maan with only Abbas reaching double figures.  Johnson (3-13) was the pick of the Surrey bowlers who all bowled well on a pitch that had changed in character from the first innings. 

